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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Resources

* Elections Forms Index

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml

e Conducting Your Elections Page
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/conducting/index.shtml

 Texas Election Code
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/

e Advisory No. 2023-13 - NEW LAW: Senate Bill 1599 — Changes to the
Corrective Action Process for Defects on Application for a Ballot by Mail and
Carrier Envelope



https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/conducting/index.shtml
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2023-13.shtml

TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Topics Covered

* Update to official Application for Ballot by Mail

* New web posting requirements

* New requirements for reviewing and processing an ABBM
 Updates to forms regarding rejection of an ABBM

* Voting by mail for voters who participate in the Attorney
General Address Confidentiality Program

 Review of carrier envelopes for voters who participate in
the Attorney General Address Confidentiality Program

* Update to procedure for surrendered ballots at the polling
place
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Official Application for Ballot by Mail
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Official Application for Ballot by Mail

New Law: House Bill 315 (Effective September 1, 2023)

 Requires a statement on the officially prescribed application for
ballot by mail form that explains the benefits to a voter of
furnishing the voter’s telephone number and how providing that
number assists the early voting clerk. The SOS issued an updated
ABBM for counties and local political subdivisions which includes
the required information on September 1, 2023.

— Counties and local political subdivisions may continue to use existing
stock of the official ABBM for distribution as needed. However,
counties and local political subdivisions should include a sticker with
the prescribed language to be included on the application if you
continue to use existing stock.

Sec. 84.011, Texas Election Code
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Web Posting Requirements for ABBMs

New Law: Senate Bill 477 (Effective June 18, 2023)

* Amended Section 84.013 of the Election Code, which directs the Secretary
of State to provide a printable application for a ballot by mail in a format
that complies with Section 84.0121(a) of the Code.

 Added Section 84.0121 to the Code to provide that an EV clerk must post
the official application form for an early voting ballot on the clerk’s
Internet website, if the clerk maintains an Internet website, in a format
that allows a person to easily complete the application directly on the
website before printing.

— The web posting requirement addressed above is not limited to county
election officers. As such, the EV clerk for a local political subdivision that
does not contract with a county or conduct its election jointly with a county is
required to provide a link to the ABBM on the EV clerk’s Internet website if the
clerk maintains a website.

— Itis recommended that the EV clerk provide a link to the ABBM for voters on a
permanent basis.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

It is the EV clerk’s responsibility to review applications for
ballot by mail, determine whether the applicant is entitled to
vote by mail, and provide ballot materials to the voter.

— As a reminder, the EV clerk must verify that the personal
identification information provided by the voter on the
application—i.e.,, a DPS-issued driver’s license, EIC, or
personal identification card number, the last four digits of
the applicant’s social security number, or a statement that
the applicant has not been issued any of these numbers —
identifies the same voter identified on the applicant’s
voter registration record.

Secs. 86.001, 86.002
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

 Amended Section 86.008(a) of the Code to provide that the
opportunity to correct an application applies to a ballot to
be voted by mail for which the applicant failed to comply
with a requirement provided by:

— Section 84.002 of the Code (contents of application);

— Section 84.0021 (contents of application for participant in the
Attorney General Address Confidentiality Program); or

— Section 84.003(a) (signing application by witness) in a manner
that would lead, if not corrected, to the rejection of the
applicant’s ABBM.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

* Amended Section 86.008 of the Code to provide that not later than
the second day after the EV clerk discovers a defect(s) on an
application, the EV clerk shall:

— (1) determine if it would be possible for the applicant to correct
the defect and return an application form by mail by the 11t
day before election day, as applicable; and

— (2) notwithstanding any other law, if the clerk determines it
would be possible to correct the defect and return an
application form before the deadline, the clerk must deliver an
official application form to the applicant.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

e The clerk must include with the application form delivered to the
applicant a written notice containing:

— (1) a brief explanation of each defect in the noncomplying application;

— (2) a statement informing the voter that the voter is not entitled to
vote an early voting ballot unless the application complies with all
legal requirements; and

— (3) instructions for submitting the second application.

* Any written notice of an ABBM rejection must state the reason for the
rejection and be delivered to the voter at both the voter’s residence
address and the mailing address on the ABBM, if different.

Secs. 86.001, 86.008
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

* Amended Section 86.008 of the Code to provide that if the EV clerk
determines that it would not be possible for the applicant to correct
the defect and return an application by mail by the 11t day before
election day, the clerk may:

— Notify the applicant of the defect(s) by telephone or email and
provide the applicant a brief explanation of each defect in the
application;

— Provide a statement informing the voter that the voter is not
entitled to vote an early voting ballot unless the application
complies with all legal requirements; and

— Provide instructions for submitting a corrected application.

— The EV clerk must also provide the applicant instructions for
correcting the defect using the Ballot by Mail Tracker, if possible.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

* The EV clerk must also inform the applicant that the applicant may come
to the EV clerk’s office by the 11t day before election day and correct the
defect in person.

* |f the voter personally comes to the EV clerk’s office by the 11t day before
election to correct a defective application, it is recommended that the
voter be provided a new ABBM to complete in person rather than correct
the defect or provide additional information on the defective application.

* The EV clerk/deputy clerk should review the defective ABBM with the
voter and address the defect(s) with the voter while in the office in order
to reduce the likelihood of defects in any future ABBMs submitted by the
voter.

— The EV clerk/deputy clerk should thoroughly review the newly filed
application before the voter leaves the EV clerk’s office to ensure that there

are no other defects or issues with the application that could resuIt in a
second rejection of the application. £ 3
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

A voter must also be provided notice about the ability to
correct certain defects on the application using the online
tool and if possible, permit the applicant to correct such
defects using the online tool.

— The online tool is the Secretary of State’s online Ballot by Mail
Tracker, available at www.votetexas.gov.

— The online tool enables a voter who submits an application for a
ballot by mail to track the location and status of the voter’s
application and ballot, receive notice of certain defects, and if
possible, correct said defects in the voter’s application and
carrier envelope.

Secs. 86.015(a), 86.008(c-1), 87.0271(e-1), 87.0411(e-1)
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and

Processing an ABBM

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

e Amended Section 86.015(b) of the Code to reflect that a voter is
required to provide the following information to access the Ballot by
Mail Tracker:

Name;
Date of birth;
Last four digits of the voter’s social security number; and

Voter’s driver’s license number or their personal identification card
number issued by the Department of Public Safety

Effective September 1, 2023, voters are no longer required to
provide their registration address to access the Ballot by Mail
Tracker.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

* As a reminder, the EV clerk may also deliver in person
to the voter a second application if the defective
original application is timely and may receive, by the
11t day before election day, the corrected application
in person from the voter.

— |If this procedure is used, it must be applied uniformly to all
applicants.

— A poll watcher is entitled to accompany the clerk and
observe the procedures.

Sec. 86.008
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

 As a result of the notice requirements provided by SB 1599 and Section
86.008 of the Code, the SOS amended certain prescribed forms. Below is a
list of defects on the application which a voter may correct using the Ballot by
Mail Tracker, effective September 1, 2023:

— Voter submits an application for ballot by mail on the ground of disability
but fails to include the affirmation required under Section 84.002 of the
Code

— Voter submits an application for ballot by mail on the ground of expected
absence from the county but does not provide an address outside of the
county

— Voter submits an application for ballot by mail on the ground confinement
in jail or due to involuntary civil commitment but does not provide the
address of the jail/civil commitment facility or a relative

— Voter did not indicate the reason they are eligible to vote by mail on the
application T4y
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and

Processing an ABBM

Voter did not indicate a party preference, which is required if the voter is
voting by mail in a primary election

Voter did not provide a residence address on the application

Voter did not provide their Texas Driver’s License Number, Texas Personal
Identification Card Number, Texas Election Identification Certificate Number or
the last four (4) digits of their Social Security Number or the number provided
did not match their voter registration record

Voter indicated that they are 65 years of age or older or have a disability as
the ground for voting by mail. The address the voter requested that the ballot
be mailed to is not associated with the voter’s registration information as
either their residence address or the designated mailing address. If the voter
wants to have the ballot mailed to an address other than the residence or
mailing address associated with their voter registration information, they must
designate that it is the address of a hospital, nursing home, long term-care
facility, retirement center or that of a relative. If a relative, the voter must
state the relationship to the relative. -
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

* NOTE: If the voter’s application included more
than one of the eight defects addressed in the
previous slides, the voter will NOT be able to
correct the defects using the Ballot by Mail
Tracker.

— The voter will need to submit a new ABBM by mail or

in person to the EV clerk, which must be received by
the 11% day before election day.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

* The SOS updated forms pertaining to these
procedures, which were made available on
September 1, 2023.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and

Processing an ABBM

* Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail (Form 6-2)

The SOS has updated the Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by
Mail to notify voters that they may come to the EV clerk’s office in
person to correct a defect(s). Form 6-2 should be used by the EV clerk if
the defect(s) included one which cannot be corrected using the Ballot
by Mail Tracker or included multiple defects.

If the reason for the defect was that the EV clerk could not validate the
Texas Driver’s License Number, Texas Personal ldentification Card
Number, Texas Election Identification Certificate Number, or the last 4
digits of a Social Security Number due to the voter registration record
not containing this information, the EV clerk must also include a
postage-paid voter registration application to accompany this notice so
that the voter may add the number(s) to his or her voter registration
record. The voter may also update his/her voter registration information
online at www.Texas.gov. -
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and

Processing an ABBM

* Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail Containing a Defect That
May Be Corrected Online (Form 6-3)

The SOS has amended Form 6-3 to include additional defects that may be
corrected by a voter using the Ballot by Mail Tracker. The form was also
amended to inform voters that they may correct the defect on their
application by submitting a new application by mail or in person to the EV
clerk by the deadline provided.

The notice includes information explaining how to correct the defect by
using the online Ballot by Mail Tracker, available at www.votetexas.gov. If
the applicant corrects the defect through the Ballot by Mail Tracker by the
deadline, the EV clerk shall provide a ballot to the applicant.

If the reason for the defect was that the voter’s application did not contain
any of the personal identification numbers associated with his/her voter
registration record, or the number provided on the application did not
match the number on the voter’s registration record, the EV clerk should
use this form (not Form 6-2).

3/27/2024
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing
and Processing an ABBM

* Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail Containing
a Defect That May Be Corrected Online (Form 6-3)

— The EV clerk must review all pending ABBMs wherein voters were
notified of a rejected application which included a defect that can be
corrected using the Ballot by Mail Tracker. (Form 6-3)

— If the applicant did not subsequently correct the defect as indicated on
the form, the EV clerk may not send the voter a ballot by mail.

— The EV clerk does not need to send the voter another notice as
amended Form 6-3 informs the voter that failing to take corrective
action by the required deadline will result in a final rejection of their
application but that no additional notice would be provided.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Ballot by Mail Tracker

* Requires the Secretary of State to provide an online tool on the
Secretary of State’s website that enables a person who has
submitted an application for a ballot by mail to track the location
and status of the person’s application and ballot.

* For each carrier envelope containing a mail ballot, the ballot by mail
tracker must assign or record a serially numbered and sequentially
issued barcode or tracking number unique to each envelope.

* Best Practice: Local entities will need to work with the counties in
comparing the ID numbers provided on the ABBM and carrier
envelope to the ID numbers on the voter’s registration record and
reporting the ballot by mail activity in TEAM so voters can utilize the
Ballot Tracker
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

New Requirements for Reviewing and
Processing an ABBM

* |f a voter corrects a defective ABBM after early
voting by personal appearance has begun, the
EV clerk should confirm that the voter did not
vote in person before sending balloting

materials to the voter.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Voters who Participate in the
Attorney General Address
Confidentiality Program

¥ /3
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* At any time during the year or at least by the close of
regular business in the clerk’s office or 12 noon,
whichever is later, on the 11th day before election day
in any given election, an applicant must appear in
person at the EV clerk’s office and complete and sign
a Confidential Voter Registration Form and Early
Voting Ballot Application.

Sec. 81.38, Title 1, Texas Administrative Code
Secs. 13.002, 84.0021, 84.007, Texas Election Code
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* Because the voter who participates in the Attorney General
Address Confidentiality Program must appear in person at
the EV clerk’s office to submit his or her application, we
strongly recommend that the EV clerk and the deputy EV

clerks thoroughly review the voter’s application before the
voter leaves the EV clerk’s office.

* If any defect(s) or missing information is discovered while
the voter is still at the EV clerk’s office, it should be
immediately addressed before the voter leaves the office.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

* |f a defect in the Confidential Voter Registration Form and
Early Voting Ballot Application is not discovered by the EV
clerk or deputy clerk until after the voter has left the EV
clerk’s office, the EV clerk must notify the voter of the
defect(s) in order to afford the voter an opportunity to
correct said defect(s).

Sec. 86.008
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* Voters who participate in this program are not registered to vote
using the county’s voter registration system, and no information for
that voter will appear on any form but the Confidential Voter
Registration Form and Early Voting Ballot Application, which is
confidential.

* This means that voters who participate in the Attorney General
Address Confidentiality Program are not authorized to correct a
defect on their application using the Ballot by Mail Tracker.

* Further, voters who participate in this program must submit their
applications for voting by mail in person at the EV clerk’s office. As
such, these voters also cannot submit a new application to the EV
clerk by mail.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* |fthe EV clerk discovers a defect(s) in a voter’s application, the
EV clerk must determine not later than the second day after
discovering the defect if it would be possible to mail the voter
in the Attorney General Address Confidentiality Program a
notice of the defect with sufficient time so that the voter
receives the notice of defect and is able to return to the EV
clerk’s office by the 11t day before election day to correct the
defect(s).

 If the EV clerk determines that there is sufficient time, the
clerk should mail the voter the notice of rejected application.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* Notice of Rejected Confidential Voter Registration Form and
Early Voting Ballot Application Containing a Defect that May
be Corrected (Form 6-18)

— The SOS prescribed a form that EV clerks may use to notify
voters who participate in the Attorney General Address
Confidentiality Program of defect(s) with their application.

— Notice of Rejected Voter Registration Form and Early Voting
Ballot Application Containing a Defect that May be Corrected

— This notice was made available effective September 1, 2023
and can be used to notify voters of the defect(s) and that the
voter must return to the EV clerk’s office in person by the
11t day before election day to correct the defect(s) if they
wish to vote by mail.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* |f the EV clerk determines that it would not be possible to
mail the voter this notice with sufficient time for the voter
to receive the notice, the clerk may notify the voter by
telephone or email and provide the voter a brief
explanation of each defect in the application, a statement
informing the voter that the voter is not entitled to vote an
early voting ballot unless the application complies with all
legal requirements, and that the voter must return to the
EV clerk’s office in person to correct the defect(s) by the
11t day before election day.

e The voter may not have a family member, friend, or
representative personally appear on the voter’s behalf.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* |In light of the fact that voters who participate
in this program may only correct defects on
their applications in person, it is imperative
that EV clerks and deputy clerks properly
review the application for defects before the
voter leaves the EV clerk’s office.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* After the voter who participates in this confidentiality program returns
their carrier envelope, the EV clerk or deputy EV clerk must confirm that
the personal identification number provided on the carrier envelope
matches a personal identification number provided on the Confidential
Voter Registration Form and Application for Ballot by Mail.

* |If the information does not match, the carrier envelope was not signed,
the signature on the application was compared to the signature on the
carrier envelope but it could not be immediately determined that the
signatures were made by the same person, the carrier envelope contained
incomplete information with respect to a witness, or the carrier envelope
contained incomplete information with respect to an assistant, the EV
clerk must notify the voter of the defect.

Sec. 86.011, Texas Election Code
Sec. 81.38(d), Title 1, Texas Administrative Code
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

 Not later than the second day after the EV clerk discovers a defect(s) in a carrier
envelope, the EV clerk must determine if it would be possible for the voter to
receive a notice of defect within a reasonable time to correct the defect by the
sixth day after election day.

 |Ifthe EV clerk believes that there is reasonable time to mail the voter the notice of
defect and a corrective action form by mail or by common or contract carrier, the
EV clerk shall send the voter a notice of the defect and a corrective action form.

e The EV clerk should NOT mail the voter the defective carrier envelope with the
notice of defect and corrective action form. Further, because these voters
participate in the Attorney General Address Confidentiality Program, the review of
their carrier envelope is performed by the EV clerk/deputy EV clerks, not the
SVC/EVBB.

Sec. 86.011, Texas Election Code
Sec. 81.38(d), Title 1, Texas Administrative Code
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* |f the EV clerk determines that it would not be possible
for the voter to receive the notice of defect within a
reasonable time to correct the defect, the EV clerk may
notify the voter of the defect by telephone and email
and inform the voter that the voter may submit a
corrective action form by mail or by common or
contract carrier, or come to the EV clerk’s office in
person not later than the sixth day after election day to
correct the defect.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

AG Confidentiality Program

* Notice of Carrier Defect Issued by the Early Voting Clerk for Confidential Voters
(Form 6-16)

The SOS has prescribed a form, Notice of Carrier Defect Issued by the
Early Voting Clerk for Confidential Voters, that EV clerks may use to
notify voters who participate in the Attorney General Address
Confidentiality Program of defect(s) with their carrier envelope.

— This notice was made available effective September 1, 2023 and can

be used to notify voters of the defect(s) and that the voter may either
correct the defect on the corrective action form provided with their
notice and return it to the EV clerk by mail or by common or contract
carrier, or come to the EV clerk’s office in person not later than the
sixth day after election day to correct the defect.

— The voter’s name is not entered on the Roster of Voters with Defective

Carrier Envelopes. Instead, a notation of the defect is made on the

Roster for Early Voting by Mail for Address Confidential Applicants.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Cancellation of a Ballot by Mail Under
Section 84.032 of the Election Code
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Cancellation of a Ballot by Mail Under
Section 84.032 of the Election Code

New Law: Senate Bill 1599 (Effective September 1, 2023)

e Amended Section 84.032 of the Code to provide that the
presiding judge/deputy EV clerk must enter certain
information on a register of ballots to be voted by mail
which are returned at a polling place on election day and
during early voting by personal appearance.

— Specifically, the presiding judge/deputy EV clerk must
enter the name of each voter who returns a ballot to be
voted by mail and the ballot’s number on the register.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Cancellation of a Ballot by Mail Under
Section 84.032 of the Election Code

e The SOS has created a form, Register of
Surrendered Ballots by Mail (Form 7-64), for use
at election day polling places and early voting
polling places. The presiding judge and deputy
EV clerks may use this register to record the
name of each voter and the ballot number as
required.
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

ID REQUIREMENTS ON CARRIER ENVELOPES
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TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Envelope Open - Inside Flap

* Voter must add
) oter must a
'YOU MUST PROVIDE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS AND IT MUST BE ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION RECORD | _— .
LT RL I eaE PROPORCIONAR UNO DE LOS SIGUIENTES NUMEROS ¥ DEBE ESTAR ASOCIADO CON SU REGISTRO DE VOTANTE P t h |
elr persona
e ha expedido una Licencia de Conduci de

Texas Driver’s License or Texas Personal Identification Card or Election If you do not have a Texas Driver’s License or Personal identification
identification
Texas 0 Tarjeta de ident Tun

Identification Certificate Numbgr isn!ed by the Teps Department of or a Texas i the last 4 digit
Ror o Geciod i Yo 1 o information to the

icenciade | | of your Social Security Number (i no tiene una Lig
niimero de Seguro Social)

B

i License or
Identification Card or Texas Election @
e

Certificate or a Sodal Security Number
Conducirde T imerade Tar] ificacio Texas
o Certificado de Identificacion Electoral expedida por el Departamento
de Seguridad Piblica de Texas) (NO ES el nimero de

Electoral VUID&)

Texas o una Tarjeta de Idasifi Al de Texas o Certificado de |

g riSiceeiérETEComI de Texas, propardione los 4 iitimos digitos de su |§

nimero de Seguro Social)
XXX -XX-

_Ema (Correo Electrénico): Ca rrier Envelope

SEAL ENVELOPE AND SIGN OVER SEALED FLAP

(SELLE EL SOBRE Y FIRME SOBRE LA SOLAPA SELLADA) —

<

[ LAV | swear (or affinm) under penaly of perjury that the voter | am assisting represented to me they are

eligibie to receive assistance; | wil not suggest, by ward, sign, or gesture, how the voter should vote; | will prepare the voter's ballot SIGNATURE OR MARK OF VOTER (FIRMA O MARCA DEL VOTANTE]
as the voter directs; | did not pressure or coerce the voter into choosing me to provide assistance; | am not the voter’s employer, an
agent of the voter's employer, or an officer or agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs; | will not communicate information | [t R LR Le Y
about how the voter has voted to another person; and | understand that if assistance is provided to a voter wha is not eligible for
assistance, the voter's ballat may not be counted.” Juramento de la Persona Asistiendo al Votante: "Yo juro (o firmo) bajo pena de | | Name of Election (Nombre de Eleccién):
perjuria que el votante al que estoy asistienda me represents que s eleghble para recibir asistencia; no sugerir, con palabrs, sefial,
 gesto, como debe votar el votante; prepararé | boleta del votante segin lo indigue &l votante; no presioné ni coaccioné al votante | | Name of Voter (Nombre del votante):
para que me eligiera como asistente; no soy el empleador del votante, un agente del empleador del vetante, o un aficial o agente de
un sindicato al cusl e votante pertenece; no comunicaré informacion sobre céma el votante ha vetado @ otrs personz; y entiendo | [ Date of Election (Fecha de Eleccién): / /

que si s2 propordions asistencia a un votante que no es elegible para recibir asistencia, |2 boleta del votante podria no ser contada.”
You ing as a witness for (rame
of voter). You must complete the section below if you witness the mark of the voter, or if the vater

W you are anassistant, provide information below: [EICSEY yee cannot make a mark. If the voter cannot make a mark, check here

pletado por el 5

retario de Votacién Adelantada);

Didyou i Testigo: i testgopara
wssistance? Circle one: Yes No (nombre del votante). De phetar La seccion a sies testigodela del
asiel puede hacer una marca. Si el vatante no puede hacer una marca, marque aqui

Marque conun Circulo: $1 N J

Printed Name (Nombre en letra de molde) Signature (Firma) Signature (Firma) Printed Name (Nombre en letra de molde)

Relationship to Voter (Relacién al votante) Street Address (Domicilio residencial) Street Address (Domicilio residencial)
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Key Points to Remember

e \Voters are not required to provide both types of identification
numbers.

e If avoter provides both numbers, only one number has to match
the VR record.

 The secrecy flap may be opened by the early voting clerk’s staff for
processing.

* Be mindful with these carrier envelopes, as they have personally
identifiable information that needs to be guarded.

e Carrier envelopes are not public information at this point in the
election process.

3/27/2024 Texas Secretary of State Elections Division 44




TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

PROCESS FOR EVBB/SVC

3/27/2024 Texas Secretary of State Elections Division 45



TEXAS SECRETARY of STATE

Convening the EVBB

* New Law - Senate Bill 1599

Amended Sec. 87.0222 to require early voting
ballot boards to have their first meeting not later
than 9 days before election day, if they have not
already met before that day. Notice must be
posted at least 24 hours before each delivery of
ballots to the ballot board.

3/27/2024
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ID Comparison Requirements

 The EVBB shall only accept a ballot if the personal
identification information (ex: SSN or TXDL) matches
the voter registration record.

 The SVC/EVBB is matching the information on the
carrier envelope to the VR record.

* The number on the carrier envelope does not have
to be the same number on the ABBM — it must only
match the VR record.
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ID Comparison Requirements

For EVC / SVC / EVBB Review of Carrier Envelopes:

* |If the ID numbers on the carrier match the numbers on the voter’s
ABBM/FPCA (which was previously validated by the EVC), then the
EVC/SVC/EVBB can accept that information as validated for
purposes of the carrier envelope.

e |If the ID numbers on the carrier do not match the numbers on the
voter’s ABBM/FPCA, then the entity’s EVC/SVC/EVBB must arrange
a date and time with the county to validate the information on the
voter’s registration record against the carrier envelope.

— Validation can be performed with the county and entity over the
phone or in-person.

— Entity’s EVC/SVC/EVBB should make a notation on the carrier or a
separate document indicating that the verification occurred and
including the date of verification.
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Rebuttable Presumption

e If the personal identification information provided matches
the VR record, the signatures on the ABBM and the carrier
envelope are rebuttably presumed to be those of the voter.

 The presumption may be rebutted by presenting other past
signatures on file with the EVC or VR that would support a
finding that the signatures on the carrier envelope and
ABBM are not those of the voter.

 The EVBB/SVC shall compare signatures regardless of
whether the rebuttable presumption exists.
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Questions?

Legal Team (800) 252-2216, Option 2
elections@sos.texas.gov

We are here to help!

Thank you!
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